
On Blue
Explore the many shades of the colour blue and 

its journey across the map through paintings and 
objects on display in our Collections Gallery

Visit our website https://www.agakhanmuseum.org for more information.
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Follow this symbol to explore the meaning of the 
colour Blue and the different traditional methods of 
producing it!

The Colour Blue Through Art

Blue signifies the cross-
cultural exchange of the 
three main sources of blue 
used in Islamic Art — Lapis 
Lazuli, Cobalt, and Indigo. 
These essential elements in 
paintings, ceramics, jewelry, 
and textiles, were 
transported along the 
Overland Silk Road and 
Maritime Silk Route. 

Blue also has many 
symbolic meanings and has 
been used in different 
contexts by cultures around 
the world. 

What does the colour blue mean to you? 
Tell us @AgaKhanMuseum, #MuseumWithoutWalls,
learn@agakhanmuseum.org

In Hindu culture, the god Krishna has blue 
skin and is described as being as dark as 
rainclouds to reflect his divine nature. 

In Persian literature, separated lovers are 
often shown wearing blue to show their grief.  
Here, love-crazed Majnun is wearing a blue 
loin cloth. 

Sufi mystics renounce all worldly 
possessions to seek their spiritual goals. 

The use of the colour blue indicates a sufi’s
position on his mystical path.

FAMILY TRAIL

See if you can find the above 
paintings in the gallery!



Cobalt

Lapis Lazuli

Iconic Chinese blue and white porcelain was made with a cobalt 
oxide glaze. Cobalt is an element found in the Earth’s crust that is 
shiny and silver in its natural form, but produces a blue pigment 
when combined with oxygen.

How many examples of Chinese blue and 
white porcelain can you find in the gallery?

Lapis lazuli is a semi-precious stone that has 
been mined in Afghanistan for 7000 years and 
exported worldwide. 

Can you find this 
painting that has 
a sky likely 
coloured with 
ground lapis 
lazuli?
Hint: it is in a 
manuscript!

Technical studies 
suggest that lapis 
may have been used 
to create the blue 
sky in da Vinci’s 
Mona Lisa.

Indigo

Indigo dye is extracted from the indigo plant, indigenous to 
many parts of the world including India and Central America. 
Indigo leaves are soaked and fermented, then exposed to air to 
create blue dye.

The pages of the 
“Blue Qur’an” are 
coloured with an 
indigo paste rather 
than dipped in dye.

Find this page from the unique “Blue Qur’an” 
manuscript.

What is your favourite blue object? Share it with us @AgaKhanMuseum,  
#MuseumWithoutWalls, learn@agakhanmuseum.org

Jewellery was 
created from lapis 
stone, and ground 
lapis was used to 
create blue 
pigment. 

German legend has it that 
goblins or kobolds would 
confuse miners looking for 
valuable metals, and  they 
would end up with only 
cobalt. That’s the origin of 
the word cobalt!

Did you know 
the indigo plant 
is part of the 
bean family?
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